
Southampton Historical Society 
Programs for Fall and Winter, 2013 

Meetings: 7:30 p.m. Olde Town Hall, 25 Plum St. Vincentown 

Monday, September 9, 2013: NEWS HOUND – From Halfball in South Philly to TV News .  Presenter: Dick 
Sheeran, Former Philadelphia TV newsman and author of a memoir published by ComterQ Publishing in 
Margate      

Former Philadelphia TV Newsman, and now Author, Dick Sheeran, has written his first book, which he 
describes as a memoir of his long journalism career.  Sheeran details his childhood in South Philadelphia, 
up to his time working in the newsroom and living in Burlington County’s Delran for 36 years before 
moving to Atlantic City. The book covers his 30 year journalism career as he covered Grace Kelly’s funeral, 
Pope John Paul II’s first visit to the United States, the nuclear meltdown at Three Mile Island, numerous 
Miss America Pageants, and Richard Nixon’s presidential campaign. His lecture is based on these and 
similar experiences.   

Monday, October 7, 2013:  Stories of Willingboro Township.   Presenter:  Carol J. Cunningham Suplee, 
Burlington County Author, Journalist 

     Carol Suplee presents a fascinating and comprehensive overview of the settlement of Willingboro 
Township by Quakers and the settlement of West New Jersey in the 17th century.  The story continues 
through the development of a New Jersey Levittown by legendary builder, William J. Levitt.  Suplee and 
her husband were among the original settlers of the “new” Willingboro in the 1950s . The Suplees stayed  
for 29 years, and in 1988 Carol was asked to write a history of Willingboro for its tricentennial which she 
completed in 1996. Suplee is a former newspaper reporter and editorial page editor. After leaving the 
Burlington County Times she became media relations director for the George School in Bucks County. She 
is a resident of Lumberton. 

Monday, November 4, 2013 : Vincentown’s Elijah Birdsall Woolston, M.D. one of New Jersey’s Civil War 
Surgeons.   Presenter:  Valerie M. Josephson, Author of Stirring Times: The Lives of New Jersey’s First Civil 
War Surgeons.  

Valerie Josephson, a retired medical editor, discovered that her great-grandfather fought in the 20th 
Maine and was injured at Gettysburg during the Battle of Little Round Top. Her research caused her to 
wonder how the wounded were treated during the Civil War and led first to a website about New Jersey’s 
first Civil War Surgeons, and then to her book, “Stirring Times”, which chronicles the story of 9 remarkable 
men, among them a Vincentown resident, Elijah Birdsall Woolston, MD.  Josephson will explore how well 
these doctors were trained, what their family background was, and their pre-war experiences that would 
be helpful in this bloody war. How they dealt with four years of unrelenting danger, deprivation and stress 
is critical to our understanding of what they were able to accomplish. These medical men were an integral 
part of the agony our nation endured from 1861-1865. 

Monday, December 2, 2013:  A Pictorial History of Medford.  Presenter:  Dennis McDonald, 
Photographer, Burlington County Times.  

Dennis  McDonald is a Medford resident and a longtime photographer with the Burlington County Times. 
He undertook a journey, as he calls it, to gather photographs which record the rich history of his 
community of Medford for one of the popular “Images of America” series which celebrates the history of 
neighborhoods, towns, and cities across the country.  This illustrated lecture shares some of these images 
with us, conjuring up memories of our good neighbor, Medford.  Dennis was able to gather many 
photographs from the Medford Historical Society, the Kirby family, archives, the Beverly Mickle collection 
and the postcard collection of Bob Duerholz.    
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