
Southampton Historical Society 

Programs for Fall and Winter, 2012 

Meetings: 7:30 p.m. Olde Town Hall, 25 Plum St. Vincentown 

 

Monday, September 10, 2012: Burlington County Trivia: Unusual Persons, Places and Events in 

Burlington County History 

 Presenter: Joe Laufer, Burlington County Historian 

Call it “Weird Burlington County” or “Fun Facts about Burlington County,” Joe has uncovered dozens of 

novelty items throughout the county.  You might wonder what Old Gold Cigarettes, Hitler’s Yacht, a 

bloody Hessian soldier’s handprint and Baseball rubbing mud have to do with Burlington County.  He will 

point out where you can find a 124 ton factory flywheel, a 15-foot “Mighty Joe Young” look-alike, a 

Revolutionary War cannonball stuck in a wall, a classic temperance fountain and 10 historical strategically 

located stone mile markers – including the one in Vincentown. These are only some of over 50 vignettes 

included in this, his most popular lecture, which Joe calls his venture into “History lite.”   

Monday, October 1, 2012:  Mount Holly – Then and Now – In Pictures. 

. Presenter:  Larry Tigar, President of the Mount Holly Historical Society.. 

     Larry Tigar grew up in one of the houses still standing on Park Avenue in Smithville Park.  He eventually 

moved to Mount Holly and is currently the President of the Historical Society there.  His love for Mount 

Holly and its History is reflected in his collections of pictures and books about his home town, once known 

as Bridgetown.  His enthusiasm is obvious when he talks about the people, places and events associated 

with the town which has been the seat of County Government since 1795. Larry’s pictures are certain to 

bring back memories.   Bring your own memories of Mount Holly to share with Larry and your friends.  

Monday, November 5, 2012:  Soldiers Without Guns: Women Defense Workers of WW II 

 Presenter:  Stacy Flora Roth – History on the Hoof. New Jersey Council for the Humanities. 

     It is 1943 and your organization is hosting a meeting to promote “war work” for women.  Hear a 

testimonial from Rosie Niemiec (historical interpreter Stacy Flora Roth), a housewife who decided to do 

her bit for the war effort (and surprise her husband) by taking a job as a welder in a shipyard.  This unique 

presentation features a character monologue, a display of period artifacts and ephemera, a discussion of 

women’s participation on the home front. You are encouraged to bring WWII ration books, tokens, 

photos and memorabilia from your collection to share. 

Monday, December 3, 2012:  The Battle of Iron Works Hill – Burlington County’s contribution to 

Washington’s Victory at Trenton in 1776.  

Presenter:  Ian Johns – Revolutionary War Re-enactor and Coordinator of the Annual Re-

enactment of the Battle of Iron Works Hill in Mt. Holly. 

     George Washington was desperate for a victory at the end of 1776.  The momentum gained by the 

signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, six months earlier, had long waned, and  the 

patience of the patriots growing thin. In an extraordinarily clever move, George Washington crafted a plan 

to lure the Hessians from Bordentown down to Mount Holly to prevent them from interfering with his 

plan to attack the British in Trenton on Christmas Day, 1776.  Ian Johns, will share critical Revolutionary 

War maps with us as he charts Crown/Colonial movements from July to December, 1776, leading to the 

Battle of Trenton and the important role played by Mt. Holly in the War.  A week later, you will be able to 

witness first-hand the dramatic re-enactment of the battle on the streets of Mount Holly. 
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